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Women Feel Less Safe

The most dramatic difference in feelings of safety was according to sex (see
Table 2). Of those survey respondents who said they felt very unsafe, 89,1%
were women. Surveys from other countries also produce findings indicating
greater fear of crime among women’.

Like the aged, the female respondents to the survey showed lower real rates of
victimization than males on most types of offences®, The exceptions to this trend
were of course sexual offences. It may be that even though women are less likely
to be victims of most types of crime, the few crimes of which they are
disproportionately the victims are crimes which are wordinately fear-provoking,
This is especially true of rape. One is reminded of Brownmiller’s forceful
statemnent:

Man’s discovery that his genitalia could serve as a weapon to generate fear must rank as one of the
most important discoveries of prehistoric times along with the use of fire and the first crude stone axe.
From prehistoric times to the present, I believe rape has played a critical function. It is nothing more
nor less than a conscious process of intimidation by which all men keep all women in a state of fear”.

Whether the intimidation is conscious or unconscious, and engaged in by all
men or only most, the indisputable fact remains that the intimidation of women
by the prospect of rape is a pervading reality of Western culture. This reality is
tllustrated by one of the respondents in Paul Wilson’s study:

I guess I think about rape pretty much first thing each duy because that’s how I decide what I'm
going to wear. When I’m feeling insecure I try to be more conventional in my dress®.

People Who are Widowed, Separated or Divorced Feel Less Safe

Table 3 shows that people who are widowed express a fear of crime much
greater than that expressed by people who have never married or are now
married. Respondents who were separated or divorced, while not as afraid as
those who had been widowed, still were much more likely to say thar they felt
unsafe than the never and now married respondents.

Table 2: How safe individuals feel walking alone in
their neighbourhood at night; by sex

in %
Hale Fenmale Total
Very safe 43.5 11.0 26.7
Reasonably safe 48.2 47.7 47.9
Somewhat unsafe 6.2 25.4 16.2
Very unsafe 2.1 15.9 9.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Perhaps the experience of losing a spouse renders people more insecure and
fosters a feeling that they have lost an important source of protection. Interesting-
ly, it was the separated and divorced respondents to the survey, not the
widowed respondents, who had higher real rates of victimization than other
groups on all types of crime’.

Low Socio-Economic Status People Feel Less Safe

Among respondents with jobs, ‘craftsmen’ and people with professional and
managerial work were those who exhibited the lowest levels of fear of crime. The

Table 3: How safe individuals feel walking alone in
their neighbourhood at night; by merital

status
in %
Never Now Separated
married nmarried or
Widowed divorced Total
Very safe 27.6 27.6 14.7 25.5 26.7
Reasonably safe 50.4 £7.9 41.6 44,9 47.9
Somewhat unsafe 15.1 16.0 21.8 16.7 16.2
Very unsafe 6.9 8.5 21.9 12.9 9.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Table 4: How safe individuals feel walking alone in
their neighbourhood at night; by employment

status
in %
Not 1in Employed Employed
the Un- part- full-
labour employed time time Total
force
Very safe 16.3 25.0 23.% 35.8 26.7
Reasonably safe 47.2 £8.1 49 .6 48.1 47.%
Somewhat unsafe 22.0 16.0 18.7 10.8 16.2
Very unsafe 14.5 10.9 7.8 5.3 9.2

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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finding with respect to craftsmen reflects the fact that there are almost no females
in that occupational category within the worldorce. The low proportion of
professionals and managers who felt unsafe, however, reflects a more fundamen-
tal reality about the relationship between socio-economic status and fear of crime
in Australian society.

We can begin to understand this further by examining the relationship between
unemployment and fear of crime (see Table 4). The unemployed feel less safe than
those in either full-time or part-time employment, and those in part-time
employment feel less safe than those in full-time employment. Unemployed
people in Australian society are in fact far more likely to be victims of crime than
people who are employed®. This may be because the unemployed spend so much
of their time in public space — in trains rather than cars, streets and parks rather
than factories and offices, public bars rather than private clubs.

Country of birth, which is at least indirectly related to socio-economic status,
did not show any notable relationships with fear of crime. However, highest
educational level attained did. From Table 5 it can be seen that while those with
tertiary qualifications felt most safe, those who had never attended school or had
left school under 15 years of age felt least safe in their neighbourhood.

By far the best measure of socio-economic status in the survey was the average
weelkly income of all people living in the household to which the respondent
belonged. Data over the previous twelve months was averaged according to a
Bureau of Statistics formula. Included among the forms of income which were

Table 5: How safe individuals feel walking alone in
their neighbourhood at night; by educational
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eligible to be counted as part of the household income were gross salary or wages,
superannuation payments, worker’s compensation, maintenance/alimony, rent
(less expenses), child endowment, and all forms of pensions, government bene-
fits, scholarships or student allowances. It can be seen from Table 6 that there is a
fairly consistent tendency for the feeling of safety to increase as average weekly
income of the household increases.

The general conclusion seems justified that lower socio-economic status people
— the unemployed, the uneducated, the poor — have a greater fear of crime in their
neighbourhoods than people of higher socio-economic status®. It may be that this
is because one of the characteristics of the neighbourhoods in which the poor live
is that there is a considerably higher risk of street crime than there is in the
suburbs of the rich®,

People From Big Cities Feel Less Safe

Respondents living in one of Australia’s six state capital cities were more than
twice as likely o feel ‘very unsafe’ walking in their neighbourhood at night than
respondents living in other parts of the country (see Table 7). If we look within
the state capital cities category, we find that it is in Sydney and Melbourne, the
two largest capitals that people feel least safe, and in the smallest capiral, Hobart,
where people feel most safe. Indeed, it can be seen from Table § that there is a
near perfect positive relationship between city size and fear of crime.

While on the face of it this seems an expected finding, the fact is that the present
survey also shows that the largest Australian capital cities were not the cities with
the highest rates of survey-reported victimizations. Surprisingly, Perth, the
second smallest capital, was the one which tended to have the highest victimiza-

Table 6: How safe individuals feel walking alone in
their neighbourhood at night; by average
weekly household income

attainment
in %
Never Trade
attended Left technical
schoo] Still school other
or left at 15 years quali-
school school and fica-
under over tion Tertiary Total
15 years
Very safe 25.3 22.8 24.5 29.4 34.6 26.7
Reasonably safe 45,8 56.6 47.8 49.2 49,5 7.9
Somewhat unsafe 17.1 14,4 17.7 14.4 12.3 16.2
Very unsafe 12.8 6.2 10.0 7.0 3.6 9.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0

in %
Under §$ 80 $ 140 $ 200 § 260 $ 340
$ 80 and and and and and
under wunder under under or
$ 140 §$ 200 § 260 $ 340 more Total
Very safe 20,9 28.0 27.3 27.0 26.9 30.2 26.7
Reasonably safe 2.0 46.7 48.1 9.5 52.1 49,6 47.9
Somewhat unsafe 20.1 15.3 16.9 16.2 13.6 13.9 16.2
Very unsafe 17.0 10.0 7.7 7.3 7.4 6.3 9.2

Total 100.0 :00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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PART III: VICTIMS IN CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR SYSTEMS

Female Victimization in Nigeria

Nwokocha K. U.Nxkra, Nigeria

In many of the Nigerian tribes females are subjected to different types of
victimization. Some of these victimizations include killing, ostracism, and in
some cases banishment. Different cultures have different ways of resolving a
crisis; some stress the use of violence while others demand‘ that such crisis
situations and conflicts be resolved in some other way, not by violence'. The data
used in this paper were collected by students of the University of Nigeria Nsukka
from their different villages. Other data were obtained from newspaper reports
and books authored by British colonial officers.

Among the several tribes of Nigeria, particularly in the southern part of the
country, there is a great abhorrence of all births that are considered abnormal.
Anything unfamiliar or deviating from the general trends of known events is
looked upon with suspicion and distrust. Epidemic disease, constant deaths of
both children and adults, heavy thunderstorms that destroy farm crops are some
of the crises that people face.

In some of the tribes in Nigeria, giving birth to twins and some other types of
what are regarded as abnormal births are defined as crisis situations, One of the
most unfortunate birth taboos is that prohibiting the birth of twin babies. This
taboo was, in years gone by, in force throughout the greater part of Nigeria. Most
of the traditional taboos are at present prohibited by the Nigerian {:rlmmal code,
but newspaper reports and other sources of information prove that in some of the
remote rural areas, the taboos are still being practised. .

Under old Igbo law and also that of some of the other tribes in Nigeria it was
incumbent that twin babies should be destroyed without delay. At the same time,
reproaches were heaped upon the stricken mother for being the author of such a
forbidden issue. It is sometimes alleged that this aversion to twins is rooted in the
belief that it is contrary to human nature. The order of mankind is to propagate
by means of single births; there must be a difference between the human species
and brute creation. To function as an animal is to degrade humanity; a mother of
twins is brought down to the level of a common beast. She has fallen from her
position and, in doing so, has brought disgrace upon herself and her houschold.



